WEST INGHOUSE ART S ACAD E MY
CHART ER SCHOOL CASE S TU D Y

T H E C O M PA N Y
Westinghouse Arts Academy Charter School is a creative and performing arts public charter school for grades 9 through
12. Westinghouse Arts Academy is only the third of its kind in southwestern Pennsylvania that offers a variety of classes
in the areas of Dance, Digital Arts, Literary Arts, Music, Studio Arts and Theatre in addition to all required academic
courses. A typical student day combines academic work with intensive study in one or more areas of the arts, allowing
students to focus on one area or participate in cross-disciplinary study based on their goals and interests.

THE PROJECT
When Westinghouse Arts Academy Charter School came to Kimball for assistance with a design for their new school,
they had certain project requirements that had to be met. Kimball immediately assured Westinghouse Arts Academy
Charter School that they could meet their requirements. The first one was that all products had to be extremely durable
and able to withstand an environment that consisted of students. In addition, they had a very short lead-time for the
project which had to be completed and everything ready to go by the first day students were to arrive at school. That
required the end user, A&D firm, Dealership and Kimball team to work together on material selections, specify and
ordering. Lastly, the school did not want to look like all other schools. They wanted furniture that would allow them
to tackle non-traditional teaching environments opposite of the typical classroom. Therefore, the furniture needed to
be flexible and somewhat different from standard education furniture, as well as, provide different types of zones that
students and teachers could gather to learn.
Since Students at Westinghouse Arts Academy benefit from a personalized learning approach, spaces needed to be
created that were conducive to this different type of learning environment. Bloom, Joelle and Pairings provided seating
options that promoted collaboration and a more casual learning style. Dock work, meeting and training tables, along with
Flip chairs and Bingo stools provided areas for group work/interaction as well as areas that would lend itself nicely for
stand-up work, if so desired.
Dock tables with Bingo chairs provided a simple, yet sturdy solution for the cafeteria area. Since many students would
be using this space every day, it was imperative that the space look nice, be functional and more important, able to
withstand the test of time.
For the individual classrooms, Dock, Kore and Priority along with Flip chairs provided a forward-thinking approach to
classroom furniture that made the space fully functional and allowed the space to grow with the school.
To help liven up the traditional learning atmosphere, the school utilized bright pops of color to create fun, energizing
spaces that were conducive to the different type of learning environment they aimed to achieve.
The overall feel of the space is quite different from a traditional learning environment. The way the space is designed, the
different type of product configurations as well as the energetic color scheme create an atmosphere that supports the
learning goals set forth by Westinghouse Arts Academy Charter School.
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